
One of my favorite saints is St. Mary Magdalene.  Her feast day is celebrated on July 22, which 

makes it just a little awkward to feature her in the August Newsletter, but we do not publish a 

July newsletter at Trinity, and I always feel that we miss something by not talking about her. 

 

If there is one saint that anybody can connect with, if there is one saint that anybody can emulate, 

it is Saint Mary Magdalene.  Mary Magdalene is heroic in two ways; first that she receives Jesus’ 

grace so freely and abundantly, and second that she abounds in gratitude and stubborn faithful-

ness to Jesus.  We know of no churches that she established (though there are reliable stories that 

she journeyed to Ethiopia and less reliable stories that she journeyed to England with the Holy 

Grail...), there are no records of resurrections or glorious miracles that are attributed to her.  

Mary Magdalene is a most human, a most ordinary saint. 

 

Because she is so…ordinary, Mary Magdalene is accessible to all of us as an example of what 

Jesus can do for us and how a simple life of discipleship might look to us.  Jesus heals Mary 

Magdalene through the forgiveness of her sins, and in return she adores and seeks to be closer to 

Jesus.  She ventures to the tomb, seeking only to anoint our Lord’s body and in return meets the 

Risen Lord, whom she does not recognize.  She hastens back to the apostles with a message that 

all of us should be able to say:  ―I have seen the Lord!‖  This is a journey we take every Sunday 

morning, where we gather, confess our sins and hear them absolved, listen to our Lord’s Word in 

the Scriptures and preaching, come to the table, and are sent out to a hungering world with the 

God News – We have seen the Lord! 

 

Saint Mary Magdalene, called ―The Apostle to the Apostles‖ by Bernard of Clairvaux, carried 

the Good News of the resurrection of our Lord back to the eleven apostles (minus Judas).  When-

ever the gospels list the women who followed Jesus, Mary Magdalene is mentioned first.  The 

Gospel of Luke reports that Jesus had cured her of seven demons.  She is often linked with the un

-named woman of the city who anoints Jesus’ feet with ointment and tears, and then dries them 

with her hair.  The Biblical witness however does not explicitly make this connection.  Nor, ap-

parently, is Mary Magdalene the same figure as Mary of Bethany (sister of Martha and Lazarus). 

 

According to the Gospels, Mary of Magdala is the first and primary witness of the fundamental 

facts of the Christian faith: she was present at the crucifixion, death, and burial of Jesus and she 

is the first to see the Resurrection of our Lord.  She is called by name and sent with a message 

like the other apostles, hence the honorific title.  This fact is seen by many as a definitive exam-

ple of Jesus opening the apostolic ministry (ordination) to women as well as men.  It should be 

also noted that her initial report is disbelieved by those who heard it, reminding us that the Chris-

tian message must be proclaimed with confidence no matter whether it is met with joy or skepti-

cism. 

 

Mary Magdalene has been seen as the patroness of all the penitent sinners, owing to the linking 

of this Mary to the exorcism of the seven demons, but also to the linking of this Mary to the re-

pentant ―woman of the city‖ who has traditionally been seen as a prostitute.  Either way, Mary 

Magdalene is a powerful witness of discipleship, remaining steadfast to Jesus throughout his trial 

and death when all the other apostles flee and deny him.  She is also the embodiment of Christian 

hope, watching and keeping vigil in the face of death and the grave, and so is granted the privi-

lege of being the first to witness our Lord’s resurrection. 

 

God’s peace to you – Pastor Ron 

God’s Work …  
Our  Hands 

CONTACT US! 

 

The church office is open:  

Monday—Friday   

9:00 A.M.—12:00 Noon 

 

Pastor Ron’s Office Hours: 

Tuesday—Friday   

9:00 A.M.—2:00 P.M. 

 
 

Office Phone 304-342-5212 

Pastor Ron Home: 

304-342-3235 
 

www.trinitywv.org 

Email us at   

office@trinitywv.org 
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 LUTHERAN LINES 

The latest issue of Lutheran Lines is available at 

www.Lutheransonline.com/mtnwelca    A copy is also on the board in 

the Social Hall.  Learn more about WELCA on the national website: 

www.womenoftheelca.org 

Women of the ELCAWomen of the ELCA  

Our Purpose:  

As a community of women created in the image of God,  

   called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and 

   empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

we commit ourselves to grow in faith, 

   affirm our gifts,  

support one another in our callings,  

   engage in ministry and action, and 

   promote healing and wholeness in the church, 

        the society, and the world. 

WELCA Dates for 2011  

August 5-6  Convention in Huttonsville 

September 17  Saturday Brunch at Trinity 10:30 am (meeting) 

September 18  Coffee Fellowship 

October 15  Hot Dog/ Bake Sale 

October 16  Coffee Fellowship 

October 22-23  Fall Retreat at Tygart Lake 

November ?  Bean Soup Mix Sale 

November 20  Coffee Fellowship 

December 18  Coffee Fellowship (Christmas Program) 

  

www.Lutheransonline.com/mtnwelca
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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Susanna Circle                                                                                                                                                                                      
Susanna Circle will not meet this month.  Please plan to join us on Tuesday, 

September 6, at our regular meeting. 

Rebekah Circle 
We will not meet this month, August. However, many will be at-
tending the picnic in Flat Top. We will look forward to our get to-
gether on September 15 and the Saturday Brunch on September 

August WELCA Convention 
“Sisters Supporting Sisters”. The Synodical Women’s Organization convention will be held August  5-6,  2011 at Bishop 
Hodges Center for Pastoral Care, Huttonsville, WV. 
Many of us have met women at conventions who have continued to be our support throughout the years.  Lynn, Karen, 
and Pat will be attending this year with our national representative, Phyllis Rude. Phyllis will be arriving from Alaska on 
August 3 and will come back to Charleston after the convention. She will have the opportunity to worship with us on Sun-
day, August 7 at the 8:45 service. We’ll be sure and introduce you when we see you! 
Convention Love Offering…. 
One half of the love offering will go to the scholarship fund, one-fourth will go to publishing Lutheran Lines and one-fourth 
to a local ministry.  

Convention Sets the Stage for "Renew, Respond, Rejoice!" 
By Jennifer Michael 
Newly elected president of Women of the ELCA 
Spokane has been put on notice! The Holy Spirit now resides at the Spokane Convention Center and Women of the 
ELCA is here in the form of spiritually powerful women. We have been welcomed by Bishop Martin Wells of Eastern 
Washington-Idaho Synod, and we joined Bishop Jessica Crist from the Montana Synod in our opening worship. Bishop 
Crist encouraged us to be fully present during our business sessions because “it matters!” 
 
The opening of the convention sets the stage as we begin to live out our gathering theme this week, “Renew, Respond, 
Rejoice!” Now, I know what you are thinking … how could plenary business sessions during a convention be the harbin-
ger of the kind of spiritual centeredness that resonates within our gathering theme? However, I want you to consider 
what this theme is really calling us to do. 
 
We are called to “Renew.” Delegates have traveled from 64 different synodical women’s organizations. They left their 
families, jobs and daily responsibilities in order to invest themselves in the renewal of our organization. This rekindling 
comes in the form of memorials, resolutions and constitutional amendments. But it also comes in connections, conversa-
tions and commitments that bind us together for another triennium. This renewal is an essential component of the suc-
cess of our organization. 
 
We are called to “Respond.” During this convention, 21 women (myself included) were called to leadership for this or-
ganization by serving on the churchwide executive board for the next three years. Through the affirmation of the voting 
body, these women have been asked to serve faithfully to support the vision and future of this organization. And they 
responded with a resounding “YES!” 
 
We are called to “Rejoice!” While I admit that some of the delegates may want to rejoice that the plenary sessions are 
finally at an end, all the delegates should celebrate and rejoice that we worked diligently to make every voice heard. By 
faithfully committing ourselves to this work, we have reaffirmed the mission and purpose of Women of the ELCA. 
 
Now, in the gathering, our sisters in Christ will join the delegates along with special guests and speakers for a time of 
renewing our spirits, responding to God’s call and rejoicing in fellowship with one another. But, looking back at the trien-
nial convention and what it will mean for the next triennium, I can most assuredly say that we, as delegates to the Eighth 
Triennial Convention of Women of the ELCA, have gotten a head start on the celebration! 



August 5-6 Friday & 

Saturday 

 WELCA Convention in Huttonsville 

 6  Saturday 1:00 p.m. Relatives as Parents 

 7 Sunday 8:00 a.m. NO Early Service Choir Rehearsal 

   8:45 a.m. Service of the Word 

   10:00 a.m. Late Service Choir Rehearsal 

   11:00 a.m. Liturgical Service 

   5:00 p.m. Trinity’s Table 

 10 Wednesday 9:30 a.m. KCARSE Board Meeting 

 14 Sunday 8:00 a.m. NO Choir Rehearsal 

   8:45 a.m. Service of the Word 

   10:00 a.m. Late Service Choir Rehearsal 

   11:00 a.m. Liturgical Service 

          12:00 noon Congregational Lunch/Council Meeting 

   5:00 p.m. Trinity’s Table 

 17 Wednesday 11:00 a.m. Friendly Lutherans 

 20 Saturday 8:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 

   10:00 a.m. Archives Committee 

Fruit for  

Sojourners 

21 Sunday 8:00 a.m. NO Early Service Choir Rehearsal 

   8:45 a.m. Service of the Word 

   10:00 a.m. Late Service Choir Rehearsal 

   11:00 a.m. Liturgical Service 

AA meetings: 23 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. P.R.I.D.E., Lounge 

Mon.—Fri.  

7:30 a.m.  

  7:00 p.m. Rose Society, Social Hall 

Sunday 7:00 p.m. 26 Friday 2:00 p.m. Meadowbrook 

Monday 7:30 p.m. 28 Sunday 8:00 a.m. NO Early Service Choir Rehearsal 

Wednesday 7:30 

p.m. 

  8:45 a.m. Service of the Word 

Saturday 7:00 p.m.   10:00 a.m. Late Service Choir Rehearsal 

   11:00 a.m. Liturgical Service 

   5:00 p.m. Trinity’s Table 

 30 Tuesday 6:00 p.m. P.R.I.D.E., Social Hall 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
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Men’s Breakfast 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on August 20  at 8:30 a.m.  Y’all come and bring your appetites.  It is a 

great way to start your Saturday with fellowship and good food. 

Coffee Fellowships 

Our next Coffee Fellowship will be on September 18th.  Please join us in the Social Hall for fel-

lowship and fun. 
 

Sunday School News  
We will start classes again on Rally Day, September 18

th
 at 9:45 in the Social Hall.  

There are open dates on the readers list for both 

services. Stop and look at the chart located on 

the bulletin board opposite the secretary’s of-

fice. If you are not comfortable singing the Psalm, the 

Pastor will do it for you. If you are looking for something 

to do for your church, this is one thing you can do. Thank 

you. 

Looking for a new and different way to 

serve the church? Want to know more about 

why we do what we do during Communion 

or the services? Want to get involved with 

making new banners, paraments, or liturgi-

cal art? Then you need to be a member of the Altar Guild! 

Contact the office, Linda Cook, or Eunice Burch if you are 

interested. We’d love to get you involved! 

To dedicate the altar flowers or sanctuary candle to someone, place their name and informa-

tion on the sign-up sheets across from the church office.  Flowers are $46.00 and candles are 

$2.00.  You may place the money in the offering plate or bring it to the church office. 
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It’s not too early to start planning for our annual fall YARD 
SALE !!  As the summer winds down and you are cleaning up, don’t 
throw any treasures away, please save them for the Yard Sale!  As 
you know, the Yard Sale is our primary fund-raiser for Trinity’s 
Christmas Food Baskets, so the more great stuff we can sell, the 
better!          

Meadowbrook 
You are invited to join us in our nursing home ministry at Meadowbrook Acres Nursing Home on Friday, August, 

26 at 2:00 p.m.  We will celebrate birthdays as we sing songs, offer prayers, and eat cake. For more information, 

please call Jonalee Young at 304-346-1851 or Pat Schillings at 304-345-9003. 

 

Coffee Providers  
Thanks to all the people who have been keeping our coffee hutch in the Social Hall filled with supplies. We are still in 

need of volunteers for 2011 and the volunteer list is at the hutch. Thanks again for your helpfulness!  

A Note From Dory Campbell, Director of ELCMA: 
―Ron, 

Words cannot express my gratitude to you for your work on the ELCMA assembly.  There would have been no assembly without 

you and your people.  Thank you so very much. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Dory Campbell‖ 



 

 

Trinity’s Table served 2,400 meals from May 1 to July 10, an average 

of 200 meals each night.  The number of meals we are serving has 

been growing all summer long.  We have not served less than 200 

meals any night for the last seven weeks.   

Because of donations of money and food from many members of 

Trinity and people from the community, we have been able to keep 

our costs extremely low.  Our total expenditure for food for this time 

period is $1,437.40.  For 2400 meals, that works out to an average of 

60¢ a meal!  And year to date, we’ve served 5,219 meals at a cost of 

$3,372.12, or 65¢ a meal.  This low cost is especially astonishing con-

sidering that Feeding America statistics show that an average meal in 

West Virginia costs $2.42.  And they have been quality meals:  a re-

cent menu included barbecued ribs, baked barbecued chicken, creamed corn, fresh cucumbers, watermelon, and brownies with ice 

cream. 

We are extremely blessed by numerous volunteers from Trinity every Sunday, as well as many volunteers from outside of Trinity.  

We are very grateful for all who give of their time and their resources to help support this ministry.  We have a great time every Sun-

day, and invite you to come join us! 

The following information, taken from Feeding America’s website, provides some very enlightening information about the face of 

the hungry in America, the working poor.   These are the folks who constitute a large percentage of the guests we serve every Sun-

day at Trinity’s Table. 

 

Working Poor 

 

One of the most common misconceptions is the assumption that if someone is hungry, that means they do not have a job and are liv-

ing on the streets. What most people don’t understand is that anyone can experience hunger. It is a silent epidemic that affects more 

than 49 million Americans.  

According to the US Census Bureau, in 2008, 19 million people lived in working-poor families. This translates into nearly 9 percent 

of all American families living below 100 percent of poverty have at least one family member working.  In fact, 36 percent of client 

households served by the Feeding America network have one or more adults working.  

Working Poor Facts  

•Female-headed households were more than twice as likely to be among the working poor as male-headed households in 2008.  

•Married-couple families with children under 18 were almost 5 times as likely as families without children to be among the working 

poor in 2008.  

•Among families with at least one member working at least half a year, families with children were 4 times more likely than families 

without children to live in poverty in 2008.   

•According to a survey on hunger and homelessness conducted by the United States Conference of Mayors, 92% of cities participat-

ing in the survey cited unemployment as one of three major causes of hunger in their city.  

•Thirty-nine percent of all adult clients served by Feeding America have completed high school or equivalent degree with no further 

education beyond high school.   

•Thirty-four percent of all client households served by Feeding America have had to choose between paying for food and paying for 

medicine or medical care.  

•Sixty-five percent of working families that received SNAP were single-parent families.  
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Food Pantry Needs 
Donations are welcome in the Food Pantry. The food pantry is in need of any type of grain items such as 

cereal,  macaroni and cheese, and plain macaroni.  Canned fruit and vegetables, and canned meats, pasta 

sauce, and peanut butter are also appreciated.   Canned soup is especially needed right now. 

The Gabriel Project   
Please bring in new or used onesies, sleepers, socks, and receiving blankets.  Also, diapers, baby food, and baby toiletries are always 

needed.  Similac Sensitive Formula is particularly needed.   

ON-GOING MINISTRY 
In each monthly newsletter there is usually included a list of the needs of various agencies in our area such as the Gabriel Project, 

Covenant House, and the Food Pantry.  You may sometimes ask yourself ―when do I have time to take my donations to these differ-

ent places, where exactly are these various agencies located, and what hours might they be open to accept donations?‖  Those are 

very good questions, and Trinity’s Social Ministry Committee has the answers!  To make it easier for Trinity’s members to donate to 

the many needs of these local groups, there is a collection box in the Church foyer.  At the end of the month, the Committee will 

deliver all of the donated items.   



Friendly Lutheran News 
 

During the summer, attendance at Friendly Lutherans has dwindled.  It sure would be nice to have all of 

our friends attending again.  For the month of August, we will be having our annual cook-out.  Hot dogs 

and hamburgers will be provided, along with buns.  You are asked to bring something to go with burgers 

and hot dogs.  Maybe sliced and diced  onions, slaw, beans, sliced tomatoes, etc.  I’m sure you get the 

idea.  We will look forward to seeing you on August 17.  Don’t forget, you can always suggest a theme 

for our meal time.  Talk to Pastor Ron of Karen about it, or one of the other members.  Now that the 

weather is nice, hopefully more will be able to attend. 
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Trinity Youth Group (TYG) will hold monthly meetings the 4th Sunday of 

each month.  All Trinity teens are welcome.  This year the youth will fo-

cus on service while preparing for the July 2012 Gathering.  The first 

meeting will be Sunday, August 28th.  Come to Trinity at 2:00 p.m. to 

help prepare the meal for Trinity’s Table.  TYG will meet between the 

―cooking‖ and the ―serving‖ ending around 7:00 p.m.   

July 2012 is the ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans!  The youth of 

the church will be working diligently to raise funds for the trip.  This year 

the West Virginia-Western Maryland Synod youth will travel together via 

Coach bus over 10 days of fellowship and community, with stops in Beck-

ley and Birmingham.  Watch for more information each month!  Any 

questions, contact Kristin Mallory at kleemallory@hotmail.com 

Do you enjoy the Children’s Sermon? 

See Laura Knauff or any of the presenters listed 

to volunteer.  

August 7 Adam Knauff 

August 14 Pastor Ron 

August 21 Rosa McKinney 

August 28 Greg Mallory 

VEGETABLE COLLECTION FOR SOJOURNERS SHELTER WAS A BIG SUCCESS!!!    LET’S DO IT AGAIN WITH A FRUIT 

COLLECTION ON SUNDAY AUGUST 21! 

Sojourners has sent a very BIG thanks to our congregation for the generous offering of fresh vegetables taken 

up for them on July 17.  They were thrilled with the wonderful variety, and generous amount, of veggies we 

delivered to them.  The offering included lettuce, cabbage, carrots, celery, peppers, onions, tomatoes, cu-

cumbers, zucchini, squash, potatoes, green beans, and corn.  YUM!  Please plan to bring fresh fruit for Sojourn-

ers to the altar on Sunday, August 21.  Thanks for your support! 

HANDBELL NEWS 
It is about that time again.  Handbells will begin their regular practice schedule on September 19th.  

We are starting a little bit later this year because four of the ringers (including your director) will be 

out of town and unable to start sooner,  This year, we have several positions open.  Linda Dover will 

have to drop out because of her work schedule.  This is a treble bell position, and in order to do that 

you need to be able to read the higher notes on the treble clef.  There will also be one bass clef posi-

tion open. (lower notes)  If you have a desire to join but have lots of questions, please talk to Karen or 

Lynn Schillings . Either of us will be glad to help you.  As a reminder, we rehearse on Monday eve-

nings  in the Social Hall at 7:15 p.m.  If you can read music (either treble or bass clef), please think 

about becoming a Trinity Bell Ringer. 

Believe it or not while you are melting in the summer heat--Christmas is coming! In the past few years we have used the puppets at 

Christmas time. Last Christmas, we were visited by two angels. One was a somewhat frantic angel and the other one was a very level 

headed angel. Izabel Dorst did a great job of being the level headed angel getting ready to announce the birth of Jesus. If you enjoyed 

that message and would like to hide behind a curtain, become someone else, and have some fun let us know. We would like to once 

again announce the coming of Jesus using the puppets. There are many puppet skits for Christmas but most require two or more pup-

pets. If you would like to join in this special and joyous way of announcing Jesus birth let Laura Knauff know. (304-343-4735). 

mailto:kleemallory@hotmail.com
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FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

The Food Pantry is experiencing unprecedented numbers this summer.  As you can see from the chart below, it’s no wonder we have 

had a hard time keeping enough food in the pantry to meet our needs.  We served 859 people during the month of June.  Records that 

date back five years show we have never served this many clients.  The previous high was 725.  Following is a break down of the 

numbers this year compared to last year: 

 

 

 

  June               2011                2010            %Chng 

 

Adults              566                   450             +25.78% 

Children          293                   244             +20.08% 

Families          120                   106             +13.21% 

 

Total               859                   694             +23.78% 

 

The continued support from Trinity’s family is much appreciated.  Because of the increased numbers, we are experiencing weekly 

shortages.  Any donations of macaroni and cheese, pasta, rice, dried beans (smaller packages rather than larger), spaghetti sauce, 

boxed dinner mixes, peanut butter, jelly, cereal, canned soup, canned tuna, instant potatoes, ramen noodles, canned chili, spaghetti-os 

hamburger helper, and instant stuffing are much appreciated and needed. 

 

Saint Paul, Morgantown 

―Nourish Us With Sacred Story‖ 

The WV-WMD Synod, ELCA cordially invites you to attend 

the Festival of Faith being held at Saint Paul, Morgantown. 

 

Join us for a day of conversation with the members and friends 

of the West Virginia Western Maryland Synod, ELCA, as we 

encounter the ―sacred story‖ of the Bible together. 

 

We will gather for a day of exploring what is in the Bible with 

the help of our presenter Elna Solvang, Associate Professor of 

Religion, Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesota. 

 

For more information and/or to register for the event, please 

contact Helen Harms, (304)281-3217 or email 

helen.harms@elca.org 

Sunday, September 25, 2011 



CARE LIST 

If you or someone you know is in 

need of prayer on a Sunday morn-

ing, please fill out a prayer card and 

hand it to the usher (as we have 

done for some time).  The usher will give the 

cards to Pastor Ron, who will mention those 

names in the prayer of the church that morn-

ing.  If you or the person whose name you 

present is in need of prayer over a long period 

of time, please call the church office so we can 

put the name on Trinity’s prayer list. 

 

Please let us know if a name needs to be added 
or removed. 

Shirley Schweizer 

    309 50th Street, S. E. 

  Charleston, WV 25304  

304-925-2771 

E. P. & Betty Harrison 

242 Lariat Drive 

Gallipolis, OH 45631 

*** 

Winter Address 

31-104 Vista Garden Trail 

Vero Beach, FL 32962 

Dorothy Strohmenger  

Charleston Gardens 

  800 Association Drive # B-233  

      Charleston, WV 25311 

304-881-0356 

Willie Daugherty 
4305 Virginia Ave., SE 

Charleston, WV 25304 

   304-925-0917 

Jessie Hostler  

4000 Outlook Drive 

Hurricane, WV 25526 

304-757-1668 

Laveda Winkler  

220 Kelly Avenue 

Oak Hill, WV 25901 

304-222-2387 

Charlie Young, Sr.  

Quarry Manor 

699 South Park Road 

Charleston, WV  25304 

304-346-4692 

Ruth DeBolt    
2537 Kay Lane 

Charleston, WV 25302 

304-343-2360 

304-343-6934 

304-925-2771 

Florence Heilman 

Marmet Center – D 36 

#1 Sutphin Drive 

Marmet, WV 25315 

Marian Zamiela 

1737 Rolling Hills Road 

Charleston, WV 25314 

304-346-3656 

The dear ones below would love calls, cards, or prayers from their friends at 

Trinity.  Won’t you contact one of these folks today? 

Please pray for:         

Rose Anadei                      

Cathryn Angel           

Bob Busse              

Martha Cox                   

Kitty DeBolt                          

Ruth DeBolt                       

Dewey Dixon        

Jonathan Lee England                       

Nancy Entley  

Rachel Farnsworth                                                       

Gwen Fawcett                                          

Heather Harper      

Denise Harvey               

Florence Heilman                      

Barron Helgoe                          

Vera Howe                         

Judith Judy                           

David McCormick                              
 

George McKinney, III           

Shawn McKinney                   

Penny and Alan Meadows  

Avrie Nelms                  

Cynthia Pratt                          

Linda Ruthers            

Todd Skinner             

Susan Slater                                                  

Dorothy Strohmenger           

Raelyn Strader           

Amy Swann               

Norma Weddington               

Laveda Winkler             

Charlie Young Sr.            

Marian Zamiela 
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